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USDA Issues Regulations 
on Poultry Inspection 

The Agricultural Marketing Service 
of USDA has issued its final regula- 
tions governing the inspection of poul- 
try for wholesomeness under the Poul- 
try Products Inspection Act. 


The legislation requires inspection 
after January 1, 1959, of poultry 
products in interstate or foreign com- 
merce and in designated major con- 
suming areas. The regulations thus 
will become mandatory on that date. 


Inspection under the regulations 
will be available about May 1, 1958, 
for qualified processors voluntarily ap- 
plying for it. 

The regulations include require- 
ments for processing facilities and 
sanitary operating procedures; pro- 
vide for ante-mortem and post-mortem 
inspection of poultry; contain label- 
ing requirements; and prohibit false 
and misleading labeling. 

Additional provisions which will be 
effective when the law becomes fully 
operative on January 1, 1959, will be 
issued within the next few months, 
USDA said. These will cover such 
matters as exemptions, import require- 
ments, and required records. 

The USDA poultry inspection regu- 
lations were published in the Federal 
Register of February 5. Copies of the 
regulations were mailed by N.C.A. to 
all known canners of poultry products. 


Canned Fruits Under P. L. 480 


USDA on January 31 announced an 
agreement with the United Kingdom 
providing for the sale of $7,960,000 
worth of U. 8. fruit and fruit prod- 
ucts, under Title I of P. L. 480. 

The agreement contemplates pur- 
chase of dried prunes worth $4 mil- 
lion; canned peaches, mixed fruits, and 
cranberries worth $2 million; grape- 
‘ruit sections worth $1 million; fresh 
iemons worth $800,000; and citrus 
juices worth $150,000. 

Sales under the agreement will be 
made by private U. S. traders. Au- 
thorization 19-09 covers the canned 
Jeeiduous fruits and contemplates that 
purchases will be made between Feb- 
ruary 12 and May 31 and shipment 
made by June 30. Authorization 19-10 


provides for purchase of approxi- 
mately 3,720 metric tons of grapefruit 
sections, U. S. Grade B or better, pur- 
chased by August 30 and shipped by 
September 30. 

Further information regarding this 
program may be obtained from the 
Foreign Trade Programs Division, 
Foreign Agricultural Service, U. 8. 
Department of Agriculture, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. (telephone Republic 
7-4142, extension 6211 or 5483). 


N. C. A. Statistical Aids in 
Canner-Grower Program 


As an initial project in the N.C.A. 
Canner-Grower Program, the N.C.A. 
has compiled raw product statistics 
covering the general production and 
price picture for 10 vegetable crops 
and 12 fruit crops utilized in canning, 
for use by canners as the basis for in- 
telligent discussions with their grow- 
ers on agricultural problems. 

The statistics are intended as aids 
to canners and their fieldmen in build- 
ing and maintaining good relationships 
with their growers, giving recognition 
to the value and importance of the 
part of each in production, processing, 
and marketing. 

The statistical material is repro- 
duced in a format which will facilitate 
its use in a fieldman’s “handbook” 
which would contain various types of 
information pertinent to canner- 
grower discussions. 

A release describing the type of 
information available was sent in early 
January to all fruit and vegetable can- 
ners who are members of the N.C.A. 
and, in response to their orders, the 
first mailing of statistical material 
was made January 23 to 173 firms. 


Those who have not received the 
original release describing the type of 
information available should request 
Fieldman’s Handbook — Order Form 
No. 1 from the N.C.A. Raw Products 
Research Bureau. 


Additional tables and graphs will be 
made available from time to time to 
supplement this initial release. 


N. C. A. Members Urged To Use 
C&TR Films in Local Areas 


Kits containing material designed to 
help individual canners in their efforts 
to promote sales and acceptance of 
canned foods were mailed to N.C.A. 
members this week. 


The kits contain descriptive leaf- 
lets about six films, film strips and 
slide presentations produced by the 
N.C.A. and inform canners regarding 
the special types of audiences to which 
each film should be shown. The data 
give the physical specifications of each 
film and information on how the indi- 
vidual canner may obtain prints for 
local showings. 


The visuals covered in the kit are 
the same as those shown in the N.C.A. 
Film Theater operated during the re- 
cent Convention in Atlantic City. They 
are “The Three Squares,” produced 
two years ago; the two Farm Youth 
films produced in 1957—“Dear Eddie” 
and “The Story of John Porter”; two 
trade relations items—“The Real 
Profit Story” (dealing with handling 
costs of canned foods) and “Seasonal 
Sales Patterns in Retail Sales of 
Canned Foods,” a graphic presenta- 
tion of Report No. 3 of the Philadel- 
phia Project; and the film strip, 
“Those Blasted Canned Foods,” re- 
cently revised by the Information Di- 
vision to portray the values of canned 
foods in civil defense. 


The mailing was accompanied by a 
letter from Executive Secretary Car- 
los Campbell which pointed out: 


“There are many opportunities to 
expose these productions in your local 
areas, at service clubs, in schools, in 
a dozen places where these messages 
about the public service values of this 
industry and its products could reach 
the public, with an excellent public re- 
lations value accruing to you as 
sponsor. 


“Each member is urged to study the 
possibilities in his own locality. By 
using these films you add to the total 
circulation of these valuable promo- 
tion tools and at the same time build 
your own prestige and boost your indi- 
vidual sales.” 
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Wholesale Distributors Stocks 
of Canned Foods 


A report on stocks of 32 canned 
foods in the hands of wholesale dis- 
tributors on January 1 has been issued 
by the Bureau of the Census, U. 8. 
Department of Commerce. 

Distributor stocks of most canned 
vegetables and fruits were lower than 
stocks on hand a year earlier. How- 
ever, stocks of all canned juices except 
pineapple were above year-ago levels. 

Increases over stocks on hand Janu- 
ary 1, 1957, were reported for only 
three vegetable items—tomato sauce, 
peas, and catsup and chili sauce, with 
the biggest volume increase being that 
for peas. The sharpest reduction from 
year-ago levels was in pumpkin and 
squash. 

Increases over year-ago stocks were 
reported for only three fruit items— 
grapefruit segments, pears, and pine- 
apple. Stocks of RSP cherries were 
22 percent below a year earlier. 

Distributor stocks of pineapple juice 
were reduced 14 per cent from a year 

. Stocks of grapefruit juice and 
citrus blends were approximately 25 
per cent higher than a year earlier. 


Jan. 1 Nov. 1 Jan. 1 


Commodity 1957 1957 1058 
(thousands of actual 
cases) 
Vegetables: 
718 681 
Beans, green and wax..... 2.744 oe. 2,656 
Beans, lima. a. n. a. 539 
1,113 n. a. 1,076 
419 n. a. 404 
3,057 3,001 3,845 
3,349 3,050 3,668 
Pumpkin and squash...... 54 m. a. 472 
664 686 652 
eee 637 n. a. 605 
3.074 n. a. 2,951 
Cateup and chili sauce..... 2,188 na. 2,200 
OMALO past 554 n. a. 500 
Tomato puree (pulp)...... 500 n. a. 496 
Tomato a⁰jůĩe n. a. 644 
Fruits: 
7 536 421 488 
1,204 1,367 1,284 
739 n. a. 703 
Cherries, RB... 578 611 452 
re 266 n. a. 266 
Fruit cocktail®,........... 1.344 n. a. 1,318 
Grapefruit segments... .... 363 392 401 
3.016 na. 3,343 
1.073 n. a. 1,154 
1,649 1,807 1,676 
Juices: 
Citrus blende. 353 401 440 
ee 680 816 861 
000066 9.00 942 
1.181 979 968 
. 2,206 na. 2,375 
Fish: 
Maine sardines........... 347 208 230 


n.a.—not available. * Includes fruits for salad 
and mized fruits (except citrus). © Includes 
vegetable juice com 
70 percent tomato juice. 


containing at least 


Stocks of Canned Foods on Jan. 1 and Season Shipments 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned beets, carrots, green 
and wax beans, and tomatoes have 
been issued by the N.C.A. Division of 


Carry- 
over 
month 
July 
Green and wax bean s. 4 
July 


Statistics, and detailed reports cover - 
ing the January 1 stock and shipment 
situation have been mailed to all can- 
ners packing these products. 


Total Supply 
1956 1957 1957 1958 1057 1058 


(thousands of actual >ses) 
11,661 11,728 6,656 7,200 5,004 
3,206 3,102 1,802 1,038 1,314 
28,4907 31,075 15,700 18,483 12.797 1 
28,803 24,771 15,528 11,328 13,365 1 


Packs of Beets and Carrots 
through Dec. 31, 1957 


Reports on the 1957 packs of canned 
beets and canned carrots through De- 
cember 31 have been issued by the 
N.C.A. Division of Statistics. 

The Division has also issued reports 
on canners’ stocks of canned beets and 
canned carrots on January 1 and ship- 
ments to that date. 


BEETS 
Pack through Dee. 31 
Btate 1956 1957 
(actual cases) 

11 2,446,608 2,582,332 
Md., Pa., and N. J. 576.724 224.187 
s. 211,466 224,212 
4,101,893 3,160,338 
56,171 14,087 
Wash. and Oro 1.436,40 1,549,000 
Other states 1.200.668 959.023 


U. & Total to Dec, 31... 10,121,074 8,714,088 


CARROTS 
Pack through Dee. 31 
State 1956 1957 
(actual cases) 
340,127 382,019 
150.924 90, 828 
854 7% 650, 133 
Wash. and Oro 602,678 573. 224 
667.640 445,015 


U. 8. Total to Dec, 31.... 2,706,245 2,153,219 


Poultry Used in Processing 


Poultry used in canning and other 
processed foods during the calendar 
year 1957 totaled 227,304,000 pounds, 
about 16 percent more than the 195,- 
782,000 pounds used during 1956, ac- 
cording to a report by the Agricul- 
tural Marketing Service of USDA. 


Jan. Dee. 
1956 1957 
Young chickens......... . 16,873 23,167 
Mature chickens............ 146,923 156,146 
2.90% 47,804 
Other poultry........ eae 82 127 
Total, 105,782 227,304 


USDA Acreage Goals 


USDA acreage-market guides sug- 
gest a reduction of 5 percent in the 
1958 crop of vegetables for processing. 
If realized, the USDA recommenda- 
tions would result in plantings of nine 
processing vegetables totaling 1,636,- 
000 acres to be planted, compared with 
1,714,000 acres planted in 1957. 


Cc 
Vegetables for from 1057 
planted 
acreage 
(percent) 
+5 
— 10 
— 10 
Tomatoes 


G —ͤ 


The guides also suggest reductions 
of 1 percent in total acreage for fresh 
summer vegetables, 4 percent for fresh 
fall vegetables, 2 percent for summer 
melons and 6 percent for summer and 
fall potatoes. The guide for sweet 
potatoes is a total planted acreage 
equal to 1957. 


The American Weekly 


Food editor Amy Alden’s article in 
The American Weekly magazine on 
Sunday, January 19, featured six 
“Soup Stews.” Each of the recipes 
included one or more canned foods. 


“For a hungry family on a cold or 
stormy night, try a savory, hearty 
peasant-style soup,” said Miss Alden. 
Some of them were shown in appetiz- 
ing servings in the color photographs 
that illustrated the article. 

The soup stews, described as easy-do 
dishes in one pot, used the following 
canned foods: tomato sauce, lima 
beans, peas, deviled ham, pimientos, 
ripe olives, tomatoes, corn, mushrooms, 
tuna, and chicken-vegetable, turkey- 
noodle, cream of mushroom, and cream 
of celery soups. 
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Hearings on P. L. 480 


Hearings on legislation to extend 
Public Law 480, a program aiding in 
the disposal of surplus agricultural 
commodities through export sales, 
were begun by the Senate Agriculture 
Committee February 5. 

The Administration has requested 
that P. L. 480 be extended another 
year, through June 30, 1959, and that 
authorization for sales of agricultural 
surpluses in exchange for foreign cur- 
rencies be increased from $4 billion 
to $5.5 billion. 


Both the Senate and House Agri- 
culture Committee have bills which 
would substantially carry out the Ad- 
ministration’s request. It also has 
been proposed that the program be 
extended two years, instead of one, 
in order to assist USDA in its pro- 
gramming under the program. Other 
proposals would give increased em- 
phasis to the exchange of farm sur- 
pluses for foreign strategic materials. 

At the hearings, however, it was 
pointed out that almost half of the 
domestic production of soybean oil and 
cottonseed oil was shipped abroad un- 
der Title I of P. L. 480, and that this 
is inconsistent with one of the original 
purposes of the program—the develop- 
ment of private trade in agricultural 
commodities. 


Discussion at the hearings also 
turned on whether surplus items sold 
for foreign currencies under P. L. 480 
at less than their value are charged 
in CCC bookkeeping as losses on the 
price support program. Such losses 
amounted to $704 million in 1956 and 
$1,290.8 million additional through 
June, 1957. Senator Holland (Fla.) 
asserted that the differential between 
CCC cost and the selling price to a 
foreign buyer was in effect the amount 
added by the price support program; 
and that while sales of fruits and vege- 
tables under P. L. 480 had indeed been 
small, the absence of any government 
price support program on these crops 
is reflected in export sales prices which 
differ little, if any, from domestic 
prices. 


Redbook 


In the January issue of Redbook 
magazine a special section entitled 
“Timesaver Cookbook #2” featured 
many canned foods in the recipes and 
menus. 

Recipes for appetizers, soups, main 
dishes, vegetables, salads, hot breads, 
and desserts were given. Canned foods 
were used 46 times. 


Status of CCC Price Support 
Program at End of 1957 


USDA has reported that the invest- 
ment of the Commodity Credit Cor- 
poration in price support programs as 
of December 31, 1957, amounted to 
$7,200,862,000. The total is made up 
of the cost value of inventories, $5,- 
447,486,000, and outstanding loans, 
$1,752,876,000. 

Items in the CCC inventory at year- 
end 1957 included wheat, corn, u 
land cotton, strategic materials, 
sorghum, cheese, rough and milled 
rice, barley, butter, dried milk, rosin, 
oats, peanuts, extra long staple cotton, 
dry edible beans, cornmeal, flaxseed, 
rye, field seeds, soybeans, wheat flour, 
gum turpentine, tung oil, and wool. 

The combined value of the wheat 
($2.1 billion) and corn ($1.9 billion) 
account for almost three-fourths of the 
total inventory cost. 

Price support operations in four 
commodities—tobacco, wheat, upland 
cotton, and corn—accounted for the 
bulk of the $1.75 billion loan total. 

Net realized program loss on price 
support operations for the six months 
ended December 81, 1957, was reported 
by USDA at $570,826,654. For the 
fiscal year ended June 30, 1957, the 
program loss on price support opera- 
tions totaled $1,299,477,342. 

Price support operations of CCC are 
financed, in large part, though not 
completely, by borrowings. CCC is 
authorized to borrow money as needed, 
but as of December 31, 1957, total 
borrowings could not at any time ex- 
ceed $14.5 billion. 

CCC reserves a sufficient amount of 
this borrowing authority to purchase 
at any time all loans and other obliga- 
tions held by lending agencies under 
the CCC program. At year-end 1957, 
CCC had iy use $13,096,544,000 of 
this authority; actual bo 
amounted to §$12,786,000,000 and 
obligations to purchase loans financed 
by lending agencies amounted to 
$310,544,000. This left a statutory 
borrowing authority of $1,402,456,000. 

In addition to loans and purchases, 
CCC also entered into purchase agree- 
ments having an estimated value of 
$11,817,000. The purchase agree- 
ments provide for purchase by CCC 
of stipulated quantities of price sup- 
port commodities if offered by pro- 
ducers at the end of the loan period. 

Price support extended (total loans 
made plus direct purchases plus pur- 
chase agreements entered into) on 
1957 crops alone through December 31, 
1957, amounted to $1,299,116,841, com- 
pared with $1,911,225,730 on 1956 
crops through December 31, 1956. 


N. C. A. SQC School 


The two-day seminar on statistical 
quality control held at the N.C.A. 
Western Research Laboratory Janu- 
ary 29-30 was attended by 140 per- 
sons representing 50 canning firms 
and 6 other organizations. The ses- 
sions stressed the application of sta- 
tistical methods to canning problems. 

Basic statistical quality control 
methods were reviewed and modifica- 
tions found useful in canneries were 
developed by experienced technologists. 
Also, problems in sampling were dis- 


A committee from the industry 
planned and presented the program in 
eight parts, with alternating short ex- 
planations and panel discussions. 

Robert C. Pearl, processing crops 
specialist at the University of Cali- 
fornia, addressed a dinner session. 
G. A. Baker, professor of mathematics, 
University of California, was techni- 
cal advisor to the seminar and pre- 
sented an analysis of data on fill and 
drained weights submitted by canners. 


Grades for Canned Hominy 


Agricultural Marketing Service 
of USDA has issued U. S. standards 
for grades of canned hominy. 

The standards provide for three 
styles, designated as Style I Whole, 
Style II Grits, and Style III Grits, 
Jelled Pack. 

Style I Whole consists of whole 
kernels in a liquid packing medium 
or vacuum pack. Style II Grits con- 
sists of coarse kernel particles in a 
liquid packing medium or vacuum 
pack. Style III Grits, Jelled Pack, 
consists of coarse kernel particles in 
a jelled packing medium. 

The standards provide for use of 
either white or yellow corn. 


Quality of the product is determined 
by evaluating the liquor (except in 
Style III), color, defects, and charac- 
ter. 


Drained weight recommendations 
for Style I and Style II are given for 
the various sizes of containers in gen- 
eral use. The method for making 
drained weight determinations as out- 
lined in the standards provides for 
averaging the drained weights of all 
of the containers in the sample. 

The grades of canned hominy are 
U. S. Grade A (Fancy), U. S. Grade 
C (Standard), and Substandard. 

The standards were published in 
the Federal Register of February 6 
and will be effective 30 days later. 
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Information Letter 


Status of Legislation 


Agricultural trade development— 
Bills to raise Title I authorizations 
from $4 to $5.5 billion and to extend 
P. L. 480 to June 30, 1959, as requested 
by the Administration, were the sub- 
ject of hearings by the Senate Agri- 
culture Committee Feb. 5 (see story 

age 91). H. R. 10487 (Cooley o 

. C.) is pending before House - 
culture Committee. 

Alaska statehood—H. R. 7999, to 
provide statehood for Alaska, was re- 
po by House Interior and Insular 
Affairs Committee June 25, 1957. 8. 
49, Alaska statehood, and S. 50, Ha- 
wali statehood, were reported by Sen- 
ate Interior Committee Aug. 29, 1957. 

Farmworkers housing—H. R. 9057, 
to provide for five-year amortization 
of housing facilities for farmworkers. 
was reported by House 9 and 
Means ittee Aug. 21, 1957. 

FDA food additives—H. R. 6747 
(Harris of Ark.) and 8. 1895 (Hill 
of Ala.), the Administration-sponsored 
bill, H. R. 8890 (Harris Ark.) 
H. R. 8629 (Wolverton of N. J.) and 
other food additives bills will be the 
subject of hearings by the Health and 
Science Subcommittee of the House 
Commerce Committee Feb. 18-19. 
— supports H. R. 8890 and H. R. 


Fisheries loan fund—8. 2720, to in- 
crease the loan fund authorization 
from $10 million to $13 million, was 
passed by the Senate Aug. 20, 1957. 

Government contracte—H. R. 722, 
to amend the Robinson-Patman Act 
so as to make sales to nonprofit insti- 
tutions for resale, subject to the Act, 
is pending before the House Judiciary 
Committee. 

ICC agricultural exemption—sS. 
1689 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H. R. 
5828 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 

icultural exemption in sec. 203 
7555 (6) of the Interstate Commerce 
Act, have been introduced. 

Icc ivate carrier definition—S. 
1677 (Magnuson of Wash.) and H. R. 
5825 (Harris of Ark.), to amend the 
definition of a private motor carrier, 
as recommended by the ICC, was 
the subject of hearings by the Senate 
Surface Transportation Subcommittee 
May 6-10, 1957. 

ICC private carrier registration— 
S. 1490 (Magnuson of Wash.) and 
H. R. 5664 (Harris of Ark.), to re- 
quire private motor carriers to 
ter with the ICC annually, was ap- 
proved by the Senate Surface Trans- 
portation Subcommittee April 12,1957, 
and further action on the bill was 
postponed indefinitely. 


Marketing ordere—H. R. 8367 (Sisk 
of Calif.) is designed to authorize the 
Secretary of Agriculture to continue 
marketing orders in effect even after 


rity is reached. No action sched- 


Market orders, cranberries—S. 
1680 (10 Senators from 5 cranberry 
— Canes and other bills to 
amend Agricultural Marketing 
Agreement Act so as to authorize 
marketing orders for cranberries for 
— were the subject of heari 
by a Senate Agriculture Svubcommit- 
tee April 20, 1957. N.C.A. opposes. 

Packers and 8 arde Act—S. 
1856 (O’Mahoney of Wyo.), to trans- 
fer antitrust jurisdiction over meat 
packing operations from USDA to 

TC, was reported by the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee July 18, 1957. H. R. 
9020, to retain USDA antitrust juris- 
diction on exclusive meat packing op- 
erations, was reported by ouse 
culture Committee J uly 9, 1957. 

Potato marketing and labeling—A 
number of bills to prohibit the sale of 

tatoes of a lower grade than U. 8. 

o. 2, under certain conditions, were 
the subject of hearings by the House 
Agriculture Committee and by the 
Senate Agriculture Committee in 1957. 
N. C. A. opposes application to canning. 

Premerger notification—H. R. 7698 
(Celler of N. v.), to — 60 days 
notice prior to merger of corporations 
having total book value of more than 
we million, was reported by House 

udiciary Committee May 28, 1957. 


Raw product bargaining—S. 1743 
(Aiken of Vt.), to legalize organized 
bargaining for agricultural commodi- 
ties under certain conditions, has been 
referred to Senate Agriculture Com- 
mittee; and H. R. 6799 (Bow of Ohio 
and H. R. 7807 (Bentley of Mich. 
have been referred to House Judic 
Committee. No action scheduled. 

Robinson-Patman Act—S. 11 (Ke- 
fauver of Tenn.) and H. R. 11 (Pat- 
man of Tex.), to restrict the good 
faith defense against a charge of price 


MSSA Requirements for 
Canned Spinach 


Tentative requirements for canned 
spinach from the 1958 pack to meet 
the needs of the armed forces were 
announced February 8 by the Mili 
Subsistence Supply Agency, 226 W. 
Jackson Blvd., Chicago 6, III. Procure- 
ment will be made by the Oakland Mil- 
itary Subsistence Market Center, Ala- 
meda, Calif. 


The requirements are for canned 
spinach of U. S. Grade A (Fancy) 
in quantities estimated by MSSA as 
follows: 


Can Sise Quantity Quantity 
(pounds) (cases) 
SEB... ccc 165 ,000 7,333 
1.686.017 47, 
Trade Agreements Act—H.R. 10368 


Mills of Ark.), to amend and extend 

e Trade Agreements Act, will be 
the subject of hearings by the House 
Ways and Means Committee begin- 
ning Feb. 17. 

Wage-Hour—S. 1853 (Kennedy of 
8 which includes proposal to 
eliminate overtime fishery exemption, 
was approved, without recommenda- 
tion, by Senate Labor Subcommittee 


May 7, 1957. 

Waste d H. R. 1082 (Byrnes 
of Wis.), H. R. 2468 (Lipscomb of 
Calif.), and H. R. 4284 (Simpson of 
Pa.), to allow rapid amortization of 


discrimination, was approved without waste dis facilities and treat- 
recommendation, by Senate Antitrust ment works, have been introduced. 
Subcommittee June 21, 1957, and is N.C.A. supports the proposal, which 
pending before the Judiciary Com- is before House Ways and Means 
mittee. Committee. 
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